v,

Marine Ecology CCMI -_

Course Brochure

CENTRAL CARIBBEAN
MARINE INSTITUTE

Course
(MEC)

Contact:
education@reefresearch.org
www.reefresearch.org



Overview

CCMI’s 3-day, 2-night Marine Ecology Course is open to both primary and secondary schools.
The team at CCMI tailors course content to complement the curriculum and makes the most of
the students’ time with CCMI. The course introduces students to tropical marine biology,
ecology, and conservation on one of the world’s most beautiful coral reefs. CCMI’s aim is to
change students’ attitudes and behaviors about the ocean whilst having fun exploring Little
Cayman. Activities typically include snorkelling, species identification, beach cleanups, field
trips to the National Trust Booby Pond, guided iguana tours, lionfish dissections, and a range of
interactive lessons.

During the course students spend their days in the water and on the beach, applying the
knowledge they learn in the classroom and undertaking challenges - all while making
friendships and memories for life!

Programme cost: Cl $400 per student
Cl $275 per teacher/chaperone

Programme fee covers: Programme fee does not cover:
« All room and board « Flights to and from Little Cayman

« Instructor fees « Students’ personal equipment (snorkel
« All classroom and field equipment gear, field notebook and stationery)

» Education modules of your choice
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What will students gain? CAYMAN

This once in a lifetime trip will not only allow
students to gain exposure to new cultures and a
fully operational research institute, but it will
also give them key skills to take away:

An understanding of the current threats
facing our environment and how they can act
against them Marine animal identification
Scientific fieldwork techniques

Improved snorkeling experience
Communication and teamwork skills
Experience of communal living

And so much more....







Available Lectures

All Levels - Primary, Secondary & University

Fish ID Identification of prevalent fish families using common (non-
scientific) names

Threats to Coral Reefs Identification of the key global and local threats currently
faced by coral reefs

Marine Plastic & Introduction to plastics in the marine ecosystem and their
Pollution environmental impact
Mangroves, Seagrasses & Introduction to three highly productive ecosystems that
Coral Reefs provide significant biological and economic services

Secondary School & University levels only

Benthic ID Identification of benthic biota using common names
Invertebrate ID Identification of prevalent invertebrate species using common
names
Coral ID Identification of dominant hermatypic corals to species level
Algae ID Identification of dominant algae species to genus level
Invasive Lionfish in Introduction to invasive species using the lionfish as a key
the Caribbean marine example
Coral Restoration at Introduction to the coral restoration project at CCMI, with
CCMI updates on our latest research projects
Reefs at Night Introducing the nocturnal organisms present on the reef, their
adaptations, and behaviours
Deep Sea Introduction to the zones of the deep and the adaptations of
the creatures living there




“A once in a lifetime trip to the

most inspiring place on Earth”
- Andrew Merrick, Head of Biology, Malvern College

“A fun-filled, educational week, spent
leaning about the beauty surrounding

Little Cayman”
- Emily Stookey, High School Science Teacher,
Triple C School

“The activities were varied, and covered many of our curriculum outcomes. The

variety of unique research opportunities was excellent.”
-James McGill, Grade 12 Teacher, St Ignatius

“A fulfilling and rewarding experience in which we saw amazing marine
wildlife helped by amazing passionate people”
- Kitty Holroyd, Student, Malvern College



